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TAGS: UR, US 

SUBJECT: SECRETARY'S DISCUSSION WITH PONOMAREV 


1 . FOLLOWING A JANUARY 26 LUNCHEON AT THE STATE DEPARTMENT 
FOR THE SOVIET PARLIAMENTARY DELEGATION, THE SECRETARY HAD A 
TALK WITH PONOMAREV, WITH DOBRYNIN PRESENT. THE FOLLOWING 
POINTS WERE COVERED: 


HORN: 


IN RESPONSE TO THE SECRETARY'S STATEMENT ABOUT THE DESIRABIL- 
ITY OF A NEGOTIATED SOLUTION, BASED ON A CEASEFIRE AND LEAD- 
ING TO NEGOTIATIONS AROUND SOME FORM OF AUTONOMY AGREEABLE 
TO THE PARTIES, PONOMAREV STRONGLY AFFIRMED THE INTEREST OF 
THE SOVIET LEADERSHIP IN A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT, AND IN A 
DESIRE TO WORK WITH US TO THAT END. HE REHEARSED THE SOVIET 
EFFORTS TO DETER THE SOMALIS FROM THEIR ATTACK, AND POINTED 
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OUT HOW DISADVANTAGEOUS THAT HAD BEEN TO SOVIET INTERESTS. 

HE THOUGHT THE ETHIOPIANS WOULD BE WILLING TO ACCEPT SOME 
FORM OF AUTONOMY FOR THE OGADEN AND ERITREA, PROVID:D THEY 
REMAIN WITHIN ETHIOPIA. HE ALSO CAUTIONED AGAINST TH: 
POSSIBILITY OF A CONFLICT ON DJIBOUTI, WHICH WOULD BE A 
FURTHER DIVISIVE FACTOR. 
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IN RESPONSE TO THE SECRETARY'S REAFFIRMATION THAT THE U.S. 

WAS NOT SENDING ARMS TO THE SOMALIS, EITHER DIRECTLY OR 
INDIRECTLY, PONOMAREV ASKED WHETHER THE SAUDIS OR THE 
IRANIANS WERE TRANSFERRING U.S. ARMS TO THE SOMALIS AND 
WAS TOLD WE HAD ASSURANCES FROM BOTH THAT THEY WERE NOT. 

IN RESPONSE TO THE SECRETARY'S STRONG STATEMENT OF OUR 
OBJECTION TO CUBAN PARTICIPATION IN THE FIGHTING, PONO- 
MAREV GAVE THE STANDARD REPLY THAT IT WOULD BE EASIER FOR 
US TO TAKE THIS UP WITH THE CUBANS DIRECTLY. 

IN CONCLUSION ON THIS SUBJECT, PONOMAREV THOUGHTFULLY 
NOTED THE SECRETARY'S SUGGESTIONS, INDICATING A FAVORABLE 
PERSONAL ATTITUDE TOWARD THEM, AND PROMISED TO COMMUNICATE 
THEM TO THE SOVIET LEADERSHIP AND GIVE US THEIR RESPONSE. 

MIDDLE EAST: 

PONOMAREV INITIATED THE DISCUSSION ON THIS SUBJECT. 

SAYING THAT THE MOVEMENT TOWARD A SEPARATE PEACE SEEMED TO 
MARK A CHANGE OF DIRECTION ON OUR PART FROM THE OCTOBER 
JOINT U.S.-SOVIET STATEMENT. HE SAID THE SOVIET LEADER- 
SHIP HAD BEEN CHAGRINED BY THIS DEVELOPMENT. 

THE SECRETARY ASSURED HIM THAT SADAT HAD MADE HIS MOVE 
WITHOUT PRIOR CONSULTATION (AT WHICH POINT PONOMAREV INTER- 
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JECTED: "REALLY?"), AND REAFFIRMED OUR COMMITMENT TO TRY 
TO BUILD ON THE PRESENT SITUATION, AND MOVE IT TOWARD A 
COMPREHENSIVE SETTLEMENT ALONG THE LINES WE HAD AGREED 
UPON IN THE JOINT STATEMENT. 

PONOMAREV SAID THERE WERE NO DIFFERENCES BETWEEN OUR FORMAL 
POSITIONS, BUT ACTUAL DEVELOPMENTS SEEMED TO BE MOVING IN 
A DIFFERENT DIRECTION. HE THOUGHT THE SEPARATE TALKS WERE 
HAMPERING THE PROSPECTS FOR A GENEVA CONFERENCE AND COM 
PREHENSIVE SETTLEMENT. AND WERE NOT PROVING PRODUCTIVE ANY- 
WAY. HE EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT WE WOULD NOW GO BACK TO 
THE GENEVA TRACK. IN THE COURSE OF HIS STATEMENT, WHILE 
HE URGED PRESSURE ON ISRAEL TO MOVE IN THIS DIRECTION, HE 
AFFIRMED SOVIET ACCEPTANCE OF ISRAEL'S RIGHT TO SECURITY 
AND TO PEACEFUL FRONTIERS AND EXPRESSED SOVIET READINESS 
TO JOIN IN GUARANTEES OF THOSE FRONTIERS. 

2. GENERAL TONE OF CONVERSATION WAS POSITIVE THROUGHOUT, 

AND HIS DESIRE TO FIND COMMON GROUND ON BOTH THE HORN AND 
THE MIDDLE EAST WAS EVIDENT. VANCE 
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